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The Purity building is a three story high, three bay square corner building, 
composed of orange Roman brick with pressed metal (probably tin) detail. 

The first floor corner entrance remains but first floor windows have been 
replaced with a diverse variety of plate glass fronts with metal screens 
and signs which obscure first floor detail. A minor metal cornice runs 
at the second floor level above the first floor jumble. 

Flat arched openings, two stories high are filled on the Lexington Street 
side of the building with single light members in a tripartite composition 
which pivot vertically to open. Second and third floor windows are separated 
horizontally by pressed metal panels. The Paca Street side of the building 
is similarly fenestrated except that the central bay is wider, in a 2/4/2 
part arrangement. Large metal keystones and flat brick arches top each 
window, 

A projecting metal cornice supports a brick parapet which surrounds the 
flat roof. 
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Built as the home of the Purity Creamery Company, an ice cream 
store, the building is a good example of early twentieth century, 
street oriented business buildings, making generous use of large 
expanses of plate glass. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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